
Thursday 17th February 2022. The Brails. 4 miles 

This walk had to be rerouted at short notice because of the appalling wet conditions on the towpath 

and in the fields. The map below is a representation of the route that we had hoped to take. 

Instead, we obtained permission to walk briefly on private land to avoid a particularly soggy and 

slippery area, and avoided the towpath altogether by walking along wide grass tracks beside Wilton 

Brail. This shortened the route to 3.75miles. We walked in an anticlockwise direction, just to ring the 

changes, because the Sunday walk later in the month would be taking a similar route clockwise.  

Fortunately, on the day the sun shone and 10 walkers turned up in the square, although one had to 

take a shortened route herself to take her toddler home in his carrier.  

We left the village square, passing the church and crossing the railway. Then we walked through the 

water meadow, across the road and along the track beside Wilton Brail. At the kissing gate we 

entered Wilton Brail and turned towards Bedwyn Brail. There are good hard tracks through both 

Brails so mud wasn’t an issue here. Both Brails provide a protected habitat for varied flora and fauna 

and are carefully managed. On reaching Bedwyn Brail we stopped for a break at benches but the 

view point to admire the wooden ‘totem poles’.  leaving the Brail, we’ll return across fields and 

downhill to the village.   

We were joined by Frances Barrone, from Wiltshire Council’s Prevention and Wellbeing department 

who briefly addressed the group at our traditional chocolate rest stop. This new department of adult 

care helps those suffering through social isolation by signposting them to organisations in their 

community. Walking is well known for its positive health and wellbeing effects so we were pleased 

to introduce to our group to Frances’s dept. 

 

 

 


